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SURVEY  OF  CHURCH  UNION  NEGOTIATIONS 

1969-1971 


This  survey  of  the  past  two  years  of  Church 
Union  Negotiations  provides,  as  have  its 
predecessors,  a  vivid  contrast  of  progress,  of 
waiting,  and  of  stopping.  With  the  variety 
of  ecclesiastical,  social,  political,  and  cultural 
situations  that  exist  around  the  world  it 
could  not  be  otherwise.  For  Church  Union 
negotiations  do  not  take  place  in  a  vacuum, 
but  in  given  social  contexts  which  inevitably 
have  their  bearing  both  upon  the  actual 
persons  involved  in  the  negotiations  and 
upon  their  churches. 

Thus  one  might  cite  :  the  inauguration  of  the 
Church  of  North  India,  but  with  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  a  major  church  ;  the  decisions  of  all 
the  churches  to  go  forward  in  the  Church  of 
Lanka  plan  in  Ceylon  ;  the  negative  vote  of 
the  Anglicans  in  the  Church  of  England  — 
Methodist  Church  discussions  ;  the  seeming 
standstill  in  East  Africa ;  and  the  heart¬ 
warming  resumption  of  discussions  in  Malaysia 
and  Singapore. 

The  Faith  and  Order  Commission,  meeting 
in  Louvain,  Belgium,  in  August  1971, 
reviewed  what  has  been  happening  in  Church 
Union  negotiations  and  in  bilateral  conversa¬ 
tions  between  world  confessional  families 
(see  Report  on  the  Conference,  pp.  230-238). 
The  Commission  was,  of  course,  aware  of  the 
fact  that  Church  Union  negotiations  are 
being  questioned  today  by  many.  Do  they 
not  take  too  long  ?  Do  they  have  any  impact 
on  social  injustice  ?  Are  there  not  other  more 
effective  ways  of  achieving  unity  ?  Is  the 
concept  of  organic  unity  still  valid  ?  But  the 
Commission  reaffirmed  ‘the  importance  of 
continuing  the  resolute  and  devoted  work 
which  negotiations  entail’  (p.  231).  It  under¬ 
lined  the  need  for  visible  structural  expression. 
The  Church  is  spirit  and  body,  it  needs  a 
visible  form  through  which  men  can  see 
what  God  has  done  in  Christ.  Without 
structural  expression  the  ‘fully  committed’ 
fellowship  of  witness,  mutual  responsibility 
and  sacramental  action  remains  an  illusion. 
This  is  particularly  true  with  regard  to  the 
efforts  of  impatient  youth.  The  position 
should  not  be  misused  by  the  churches  as  an 
excuse  but,  on  the  contrary,  as  a  challenge  to 
move  forward  to  new  forms  of  unity.  More 
particularly,  two  aspects  were  emphasized : 


that  union  negotiations  should  lead  to  a 
renewal  in  mission  which  will  face  the  social 
injustice  of  this  world  and  that  union  should 
be  seen  as  an  inclusive  process  which  enables 
the  churches  involved,  and  all  their  members, 
to  come  to  grips  with  the  total  life  and  witness 
of  the  Church  in  the  complex  world  of  today. 
The  Commission  also  discussed  the  progress 
made  in  bilateral  conversations  between 
world  confessional  families  and  examined,  in 
particular,  the  relationship  between  union 
negotiations  and  bilateral  conversations.  Are 
these  two  entirely  independent  approaches  to 
the  problem  of  unity  ?  In  what  way  are  they 
related  ?  What  can  be  done  to  avoid  unneces¬ 
sary  competition  ?  The  Commission  expressed 
the  conviction  that  all  efforts  towards  the 
unity  of  the  Church  should  converge ;  and 
this  conviction  found  expression  in  the  recom¬ 
mendation  that  the  Faith  and  Order  Com¬ 
mission  should  initiate  a  study  on  ‘concepts  of 
unity  and  models  of  union’.  A  volume  has 
recently  been  published  which  gives  a  com¬ 
plete  survey  of  all  bilateral  conversations 
(N.  Ehrenstrom  and  G.  Gassmann,  Confes¬ 
sions  in  Dialogue ,  1972,  published  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Annual  Conference  of  Execu¬ 
tive  Secretaries  of  World  Confessional  Families 
and  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission). 
This  analysis  will  prove  to  be  an  indispensable 
contribution  as  the  relationship  between 
union  negotiations  and  bilateral  conversations 
is  being  clarified. 

We  would  like  to  thank  all  those  corres¬ 
pondents  who  have  made  this  present  survey 
possible.  Where  possible  we  have  attempted 
to  reproduce  the  actual  wording  we  have 
received.  Normally  this  survey  would  have 
been  edited  by  Dr.  Gerald  Moede.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  while  on  a  visit  to  Asia  in  February 
of  this  year,  he  was  taken  ill  and,  though  he  is 
slowly  recovering,  has  been  unable  to  com¬ 
plete  the  manuscript.  Last-minute  arrange¬ 
ments  have  therefore  had  to  be  made  to  draw 
together  the  fruits  of  his  work  over  the  past 
two  years.  We  are  deeply  grateful  to  Robbins 
Strong  of  the  Sub-Unit  on  Mission  and 
Evangelism  for  helping  with  this  task .  Without 
him,  the  survey  could  not  have  been  published 
in  this  issue  of  the  Ecumenical  Review.  There 
has  not  been  time,  however,  to  send  the 
drafts  back  to  correspondents  for  checking. 


3 


This  we  regret  and  would  welcome  any  correc¬ 
tions  or  up-dating. 

Previous  church  union  surveys  have  been 
published  as  follows  : 

A  Decade  of  Objective  Progress  in  Church 
Unity  :  1927-1936,  by  H.  PAUL  DOU¬ 
GLAS,  Harper  and  Brothers,  New  York, 
1937. 

Towards  Church  Union  :  1937-1952,  by 
STEPHEN  NEILL,  SCM  Press,  London, 
1952. 

Survey  :  Ecumenical  Review ,  April  1954, 
p.  300. 

Survey  :  Ecumenical  Review,  October  1955, 
p.  76. 

Survey  :  Ecumenical  Review,  April  1957, 
p.  284. 

Survey  :  Ecumenical  Review,  January  1960, 
p.  231. 

Survey  :  Ecumenical  Review,  April  1962, 
p.  381. 

Survey  :  Ecumenical  Review,  July  1964, 
p.  406. 

Survey  :  Ecumenical  Review,  July  1966, 
p.  345. 

Survey :  Ecumenical  Review,  July  1968, 
p.  263. 

Survey  :  Ecumenical  Review,  July  1970, 
p.  251. 

Secretariat  on  faith  and  order 


AFRICA 


CAMEROON 

Eglise  evangelique  du  Cameroun,  Eglise  presby- 
terienne  camerounaise,  Eglise  protestante  afri- 
caine,  Presbyterian  Church  in  West  Cameroon 

These  past  two  years  have  been  devoted  to  study 
of  the  proposed  constitution  as  outlined  in  the 
previous  survey.  This  first  round  of  study 
comes  to  an  end  in  1972.  The  Committee  for 
the  Union  of  the  Churches  in  the  Cameroon 
will  meet  in  May  1972  to  consider  the  reports 
and  opinions  arising  out  of  the  discussion  in 
the  churches.  A  revised  draft  will  then  go  to 
the  churches. 


(ER  1966,  pp.  346  f.  ;  1968,  pp.  265  f.  ;  1970, 
p.  253.) 


GHANA 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Ghana, 
Diocese  of  Accra  (Church  of  the  Province  of 
West  Africa),  Evangelical  Presbyterian  Church, 
Ghana  Mennonite  Church,  Methodist  Church, 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Ghana 

A  seventh  Church  —  The  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  of  Ghana  —  has  applied  for 
membership  in  the  Ghana  Church  Union 
Committee.  The  affiliation  has  been  favour¬ 
ably  recommended  by  the  Committee  to  the 
Churches  for  their  formal  approval. 

During  the  two  years  there  has  been  a  steady 
flow  of  affirmative  signings  by  congregations 
of  the  Solemn  Declaration  of  Intention  on 
Church  Union  (see  the  1968  Survey).  The 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has 
reported  that  most  of  its  congregations  have 
signed  the  Solemn  Declaration.  The  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  Ghana  has  greatly 
encouraged  the  Committee  by  reporting  that 
more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  its  congregations 
throughout  the  country  have  now  signed. 
However,  at  the  1970  Synod  of  the  Diocese  of 
Accra,  twenty-three  parishes  said  ‘No’  to 
the  Solemn  Declaration  and  fifteen  ‘Yes’ ; 
but  to  this  the  Synod  added  :  ‘The  Synod 
made  it  clear  that  this  decision  is  not  to  be 
taken  as  closing  the  door  for  further  conside¬ 
ration.’ 

Anglican  members  have  explained  to  the 
Church  Union  Committee  that  the  misgivings 
of  Anglicans  are  often  concerned  with  the 
subject  of  worship,  and  so  the  Committee 
has  discussed  this  subject  at  considerable 
length,  seeking  to  bring  out  the  implications 
of  what  the  Basis  of  Union  has  said  on  this 
matter  and  to  correct  the  popular  misconcep¬ 
tion  that  unity  means  uniformity. 

During  1970  and  1971  the  Church  Union 
Committee  met  four  times,  and  its  various 
sub-committees  held  in  all  twenty-five  meet¬ 
ings.  Helpful  comments  were  received  from 
member  Churches  on  the  Committee’s  various 
publications  and  much  time  was  spent  in 
dealing  with  these  sugestions. 

The  sections  on  baptism  in  the  Proposed 
Constitution  have  been  revised,  in  response 
to  a  request  from  a  new  member  church 
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(The  Ghana  Mennonite  Church),  so  that  the 
practices  of  both  infant  baptism  and  believer’s 
baptism  are  now  provided  for  in  the  united 
church.  Also,  the  chapter  on  the  proposed 
organisation  of  the  united  church  has  been 
thoroughly  revised. 

The  proposed  Service  of  Inauguration  of  the 
Union  and  Unification  of  the  Ministry  has 
been  revised  in  the  light  of  suggestions  made 
by  the  negotiating  churches,  the  Lambeth 
Conference  and  the  World  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches.  Whilst  the  principles  of  the  service 
remain  the  same,  it  is  hoped  that  it  has  been 
considerably  improved  in  detail. 

Emphasis  is  now  being  placed  on  joint 
education  for  church  union,  and  at  centres 
throughout  the  country  joint  groups  have 
been  set  up  ‘to  be  responsible  for  initiating 
and  promoting  joint  study  and  other  activities 
in  preparation  for  Union’.  Plans  have  been 
made  for  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
the  Rev.  Professor  C.  G.  Baeta,  who  has  just 
retired  from  the  University  of  Ghana,  to 
spend  some  time  touring  the  country  as  a 
‘Church  Union  ambassador’. 

During  1971  the  Committee  addressed  its 
member  churches  at  their  Synods  on  ‘The 
Urgency  of  Church  Union’,  quoting  the 
message  from  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
Conference  on  Church  Union  Negotiations 
held  in  Kenya  the  previous  year. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  work  of  the  Ghana 
Church  Union  Committee  has  been  comple¬ 
mented  by  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  Churches 
Negotiating  Union  in  Ghana,  which  has  as 
its  terms  of  reference  :  ‘to  deal  with  situations 
now  requiring  joint  action  by  the  Churches 
at  the  local  and  other  levels’.  This  Committee 
has  recently  produced  a  detailed  leaflet  on 
local  cooperation,  entitled  ‘Christian  Unity 
in  Your  Town.  A  Call  to  Local  Church 
Leaders’. 

(ER  1957,  p.  287;  1960,  p.  234;  1962, 
pp.  351  f. ;  1964,  pp.  407  f. ;  1966,  pp.  347  ff. ; 
1968,  pp.  266  f. ;  1970,  p.  254.) 

KENYA-TANZANIA 

African  Christian  Church,  Church  of  the 
Province  of  Kenya,  Church  of  the  Province  of 
Tanzania,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
Tanzania,  Methodist  Church  in  Kenya,  Mora¬ 
vian  Province  in  Tanzania,  Presbyterian 
Church  of  East  Africa 


These  negotiations  seem  to  have  fallen  into  a 
period  of  difficulty  and  hesitation.  When  in 
1967  the  East  Africa  Church  Union  consulta¬ 
tion  was  revived  the  only  committee  still 
functioning  was  the  Liturgy  and  Doctrine 
Committee.  The  heads  of  Churches  asked 
that  committee  to  prepare  a  new  Basis  of 
Union. 

The  work  on  this  new  Basis  of  Union  was 
practically  completed  in  February  1971.  The 
plan  of  procedure  was  to  have  a  final  meeting 
of  the  Liturgy  and  Doctrine  Committee  in 
September  1971  to  consider  minor  points  and 
amendments.  This  was  to  be  followed  by  a 
full  meeting  of  the  Negotiating  Committee  to 
prepare  for  a  Conference  of  the  Consulting 
Churches  in  1972  for  a  discussion  of  the 
Basis  of  Union.  This  plan  of  procedure  was 
sent  to  heads  of  churches  for  their  approval 
but  as  of  the  time  of  writing  this  Survey,  the 
response  as  to  procedures  has  been  minimal. 
Thus  the  discussions  seem  to  be  temporarily 
stalled  and  lacking  sufficiently  widespread 
popular  support  to  get  them  moving.  A 
further  task  of  education  and  stimultion  is 
needed. 

(ER  1960,  pp.  323  ff.  ;  1962,  pp.  352  f.  ; 
1964,  pp.  411  f. ;  1966,  pp.,  349  f.  ;  1968, 
pp.  267  f.  ;  1970,  pp.  254  f.) 

MALAWI 

Anglican  Church,  Churches  of  Christ,  Church 
of  Central  Africa  Presbyterian 

The  Church  Union  Committee  in  Malawi 
was  originally  formed  by  those  member 
churches  of  the  Christian  Council  who  wished 
to  explore  the  possibility  of  organic  union. 
It  was  composed  of  the  Anglican  Church, 
the  Churches  of  Christ  and  the  three  Malawi 
synods  of  the  Church  of  Central  Africa 
Presbyterian.  One  of  these  synods  has  since 
withdrawn  from  full  membership  but  continues 
to  send  observers.  Differences  between  the 
synods  within  one  church  have  been  a  handicap 
in  the  search  for  unity. 

The  Committee  has  provided  a  valuable 
meeting  place  for  keeping  its  members 
informed  of  cooperative  efforts  and  for 
planning  new  ones.  At  its  meeting  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1971 ,  it  discussed  the  paper  ‘The  Eucharist 
in  Ecumenical  Thought’.  The  paper  as 
received  proved  difficult  to  discuss  and  the 
secretary  was  asked  to  prepare  a  briefer, 
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simpler  statement  on  the  eucharist  for  discus¬ 
sion  and  possible  common  agreement  at  the 
next  meeting. 

(ER  1964,  p.  413  — “Nyasaland”;  1966, 
pp.  351  f.  ;  1968,  pp.  268  f.  ;  1970,  pp.  255  f.) 


RHODESIA 

Anglican  Dioceses  of  Mashonaland  and  Mata- 
beleland,  Congregational  Union,  Methodist 
Church,  Presbyterian  Church,  United  Church 
of  Christ 

Conversations  have  continued  on  a  regular 
basis,  although  representatives  of  the  nego¬ 
tiating  churches  were  ‘asked  whether  the 
commission  on  the  Plan  of  Union  should  meet 
because  of  the  impact  of  the  decision  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  on  financial 
support  to  movements  using  violence  for 
social  and  political  change.’  There  has  been 
considerable  joint  action  in  local  situations 
including  a  concelebration  of  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  in  which  Anglican,  Congregational, 
Presbyterian  and  Lutheran  ministers  parti- 
pated. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  Southern  Africa 
and  the  United  Congregational  Church  of 
Southern  Africa  are  cooperating  in  joint 
local  congregations  which  would  retain 
membership  in  regions /presbyteries  of  both 
churches,  and  in  mutual  eligibility  of  ministers 
to  accept  calls  in  either  church. 

A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  draw  a 
plan  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  trust 
to  hold  land  and  property  for  united  use  by 
churches  in  Rhodesia  negotiating  church 
union. 

In  respect  to  decisions  concerning  the  Coven¬ 
ant  to  seek  Unity  which  has  been  submitted  to 
the  churches,  the  Lutheran  Church  has  not 
accepted  the  covenant.  The  Presbyterian 
Church  is  not  prepared  to  commit  itself 
until  the  Anglican  Church  can  report  that  it 
is  free  to  accept  the  covenant.  The  covenant 
lays  a  heavy  stress  on  intercommunion, 
somewhat  to  the  neglect  of  a  statement  of 
faith  and  the  reconciliation  of  the  ministry. 
A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  prepare 
a  plan  for  reconciliation  of  ministry  and  to 
reconsider  a  statement  of  faith.  Its  report 
will  be  discussed  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
conversations  on  church  unity. 


(ER  1964,  p.  416  —  ‘Southern  Rhodesia’; 
1966,  p.  352  ;  1968,  pp.  269  f. ;  1970,  p.  256.) 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

The  Church  Unity  Commission :  The  Bantu 
Presbyterian  Church,  Church  of  the  Province 
of  South  Africa,  Methodist  Church  of  South 
Africa,  Presbyterian  Church  of  South  Africa, 
Tsonga  Presbyterian  Church,  United  Con¬ 
gregational  Church 

During  the  past  two  years  the  work  of  the 
Commission  has  gathered  momentum.  In 
addition  to  meetings  of  the  Commission 
twice  a  year,  emphasis  has  been  placed  on 
regional  unity  commissions.  Some  27  of 
them  have  come  into  existence  involving 
laymen  and  women.  They  are  in  close  liaison 
with  local  church  courts  and  Councils  of 
Churches.  They  provide  a  focus  for  study  of 
the  issues  involved  in  union,  an  opportunity 
to  plan  and  develop  local  projects  in  practical 
cooperation,  and  a  channel  of  communication 
with  local  churches.  Their  existence  and 
activity  is  regarded  as  a  priority  in  the  process 
of  uniting. 

A  document  entitled  Declaration  of  Intention 
to  Seek  Union  is  now  being  studied  by  the 
churches  with  the  intention  of  reaching  a 
decision  by  the  end  of  1973.  This  Declaration 
commits  the  participating  churches  to  inter¬ 
communion  and  increasing  practical  coo¬ 
peration  at  all  levels.  A  Plan  of  Union  is  also 
in  the  process  of  preparation  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  so  that  if  the  vote  on  the  Declaration 
is  positive,  the  churches  can  then  begin 
consideration  of  the  steps  towards  actual 
union.  A  draft  of  the  Plan  of  Union  will  be 
available  in  June  1972  for  study  and  com¬ 
ment. 

The  Commission  has  brought  together  the 
heads  of  departments  of  publications,  mis¬ 
sions  and  women’s  work  as  well  as  the  editors 
of  the  respective  church  papers.  The  depart¬ 
ments  are  either  coordinating  this  work  or 
considering  plans  to  do  so.  The  study  /news 
bulletin  In  Touch  has  been  issued  after  each 
meeting  of  the  Commission  with  some  congre¬ 
gations  making  bulk  orders.  A  recent  issue 
dealt  with  ‘Black  Theology  and  the  Search 
for  Union’.  A  study  document  on  Ministry 
prepared  by  the  Doctrine  Committee  and 
approved  by  the  Commission  has  been  sent 
to  the  churches  and  the  regional  commissions 


6 


for  study  and  comment.  The  Liturgical 
Committee  has  prepared  an  experimental 
eucharistic  service  for  Sunday  worship.  It 
has  been  revised  after  eighteen  months  use. 
It  has  been  translated  into  eight  languages  and 
gives  special  attention  to  African  emphasis 
in  worship.  A  statement  on  baptism  is  being 
prepared. 

The  Commission  has  clearly  stated  that  in  the 
South  African  situation  no  search  for  unity 
is  meaningful  or  relevant  if  it  ignores  the 
fundamental  divisions  caused  by  racism  in 
the  Church.  It  understands  its  task  as  a 
search  for  the  wholeness  —  pleroma  —  of  the 
Church  as  a  sign  of  God’s  reconciliation  of  all 
humanity  in  Christ. 

Some  of  the  churches  involved  in  the  Church 
Unity  Commission  are  also  committed  to 
other  union  schemes.  The  three  Presbyterian 
Churches  anticipate  uniting  in  1973  to  form 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Southern 
Africa,  and  negotiations  seeking  the  union 
of  the  Presbyterian  and  Congregational 
Churches  are  under  way.  Both  of  these  union 
schemes  are  seen  as  complementary  to  and 
part  of  the  larger  search  for  union. 

(ER  1964,  pp.  414  f.  ;  1966,  p.  354 ;  1968, 
p.  271  ;  1970,  pp.  256  f.) 

Federal  Council  of  Dutch  Reformed  Churches 

The  Council  has  appointed  a  committee  to 
investigate  its  basis  to  see  whether  the  Coun¬ 
cil  should  be  reconstituted  as  a  General 
Synod,  linking  the  ‘mother  church’  and  the 
‘daughter  churches’ .  The  Council  is  composed 
of  representatives  of  the  following  churches  : 
The  Dutch  Reformed  Church  —  Nederduitse 
Gereformeerde  Kerk  (Mother  Church),  The 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  Africa  (Bantu), 
The  Dutch  Reformed  Mission  Church  in 
South  Africa  (Coloured),  The  Dutch  Refor¬ 
med  Church  for  South  West  Africa  (Coloured), 
The  Indian  Reformed  Church  (Indians),  The 
Nkhoma  Synod  of  the  Church  of  Central 
Africa,  Presbyterian  (Malawi),  The  Reformed 
Church  in  Rhodesia  (Bantu),  The  Reformed 
Church  in  Zambia  (Bantu). 

ZAIRE 

Eglise  du  Christ  au  Zaire 

The  1970  Survey  gave  a  brief  description  of 
the  fact  that  the  Conseil  Protestant  du  Congo 


had  become  the  Eglise  du  Christ  au  Congo. 
This  Survey  provides  some  information  about 
the  structure  of  the  newly  constituted  church 
as  well  as  about  developments  in  the  last  two 
years. 

The  structure  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Zaire  is  very  simple  : 

—  The  basic  unit  is,  of  course,  the  local 
church  or  parish  and  these  all  belong  to  a 
Community  (formerly  section  or  denomi¬ 
nation).  Each  Community  retains  its  own 
legal  status  given  to  it  by  the  State  and 
its  own  internal  functioning  in  every  realm 
(leadership,  finances,  etc. 

—  In  each  of  the  eight  provinces  of  the 
country  and  the  capital  city  of  Kinshasa, 
the  Communities  are  grouped  into  a 
Provincial  Synod.  The  Bureau  of  the 
Provincial  Synod  is  headed  by  a  Provincial 
President,  whose  responsibility  it  is  to 
represent  the  Communities  vis-^-vis  the 
provincial  government  authorities  and  to 
coordinate  all  work  in  the  province, 
especially  combined  projects. 

—  At  the  national  level  there  is  the  National 
Synod,  which  meets  once  every  two  years 
and  to  which  all  the  Communities  send 
delegates.  There  is  a  National  Executive 
Committee,  comprising  one  delegate  from* 
each  Provincial  Synod,  which  supervises 
the  work  of  the  Church  between  meetings 
of  the  National  Synod.  There  is  the 
National  General  Secretariat,  comprising 
the  Office  of  the  President  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  in  Zaire  (CCZ)  and  the  various 
Departments,  Evangelization  and  the  Life 
of  the  Church,  Education,  Medical,  Aid 
and  Development,  Christian  Education, 
Information,  Chaplaincies,  all  of  which 
carry  out  the  policies  and  programmes 
decided  upon  by  the  National  Synod. 

—  The  CCZ  President  represents  the  Prot¬ 
estant  Church  vis-a-vis  the  State  in  a 
general  manner,  as  do  the  Departments  in 
regard  to  education  (handling  such  matters 
as  official  recognition  of  schools,  subsidies, 
payment  of  teachers),  medical  work 
(official  recognition  of  hospitals  and  dis¬ 
pensaries,  subsidies),  development  pro¬ 
jects,  youth  and  students’  groups,  etc.  In 
this  way  the  General  Secretariat  coor¬ 
dinates  work  throughout  the  country  and 
gives  considerable  help  to  the  Communities 
in  all  fields. 
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Thus  it  can  be  seen  that  the  CCZ  has  not  at 
all  been  the  result  of  a  negotiated  ‘union 
plan’,  but  is  a  spontaneous  movement,  which 
is  putting  the  emphasis  first  on  the  Word  of 
God,  love,  and  working  together  in  all  the 
different  aspects  of  the  life  of  the  Church. 
This  is  especially  so  at  the  level  of  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  Synods  where  the  leaders  of  the 
Communities  particularly  have  much  greater 
opportunity  for  fellowship  and  the  sharing 
of  common  concerns,  successes  and  problems. 
At  this  level  there  have  been  cases  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  separatist  groups  and  their 
Communities,  brought  about  with  the  help  of 
the  Provincial  Synod  authorities.  Both  at  the 
provincial  and  national  levels  there  are 
instances  where  the  united  voice  of  Protestants 
has  had  a  definite  beneficial  effect. 

The  picture  in  Zaire  would  not  be  complete 
without  a  look  at  the  new  law  regulating 
religious  groups  in  the  country,  which  was 
adopted  by  Parliament  in  December  1971. 
All  religious  groups  have  always  had  to  be 
registered  as  non-profit-making  bodies,  but 
under  the  new  law,  the  conditions  for  such 
recognition  are  much  more  rigorous,  the 
princiapl  ones  being  : 

—  The  founder  of  a  Church  or  religious  sect 
must : 

—  be  of  Zairois  nationality 

—  be  of  sound  mind 

—  have  an  irreproachable  conduct 

—  be  over  forty  years  of  age 

—  have  a  degree  in  theology  or  possess  a 
diploma  attesting  to  at  least  four  years 
of  theological  study 

—  have  never  been  a  pastor  or  priest  in 
another  church  or  sect  and  have  left  it 
as  a  dissident 

—  have  at  the  beginning  a  capital  of 
Z  100,000  (US$  200,000)  in  cash  depos¬ 
ited  in  a  bank. 

The  same  conditions  apply  to  anyone 
wishing  to  represent  a  foreign  church  or 
sect,  expect  for  the  first  one  concerning 
nationality.  As  far  as  the  Christian 
Churches  are  concerned,  three  are  given 
automatic  recognition,  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic,  Kimbanguist  and  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  Zaire  (Protestant  Church).  The 
latter’s  constitution,  which  guarantees  that 


member  Communities  retain  their  individ¬ 
ual  legal  status  is  respected.  All  other 
groups  not  belonging  to  the  above  three 
Churches  have  to  reapply  for  recognition 
and  comply  with  the  new  conditions. 

As  far  as  the  CCZ  is  concerned,  it  has  left 
the  door  open  for  some  groups,  who  earlier 
expressed  their  wish  to  withdraw  from  the 
CCZ,  to  remain  with  it,  and  it  has  added  to 
its  membership  of  41  Communities,  15  other 
established  groups  which  comply  with  its 
conditions  of  admission.  The  CCZ  has 
launched  an  appeal  to  members  of  dissident 
groups  and  sects  to  return,  as  individuals, 
to  established  Communities. 

Any  other  group  which  wishes  to,  may  apply 
direct  to  the  Government  for  recognition,  in 
conformity  with  the  law. 

(ER  1970,  pp.  253  If.—  ‘Congo’) 

ASIA 

CEYLON 

The  Church  of  Lanka  :  The  Church  of  India, 
Pakistan,  Burma  and  Ceylon,  Methodist 
Church,  Baptist  Church,  Presbyterian  Church, 
Jaffua  Diocese  of  the  Church  of  South  India 
During  1971  all  of  the  participating  churches, 
including  the  Methodist  Church  which  on  a 
previous  vote  failed  to  obtain  the  necessary 
75  %  majority  by  a  narrow  margin,  have 
approved  the  plan  of  union.  The  second  vote 
of  the  Methodist  Church  on  October  21, 
1971,  obtained  a  majority  of  86%  in  the 
ministerial  session  and  of  88.67  %  on  the 
representative  session.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Negotiating  Committee  in  November  1971 
a  whole  series  of  sub-committees  were  estab¬ 
lished  on  questions  such  as  :  legal  matters, 
financial  structures,  dioceses  and  bishops, 
ecclesiastical  procedures,  institutions  within 
the  church,  missionaries  and  recruitment. 
The  demarcation  lines  of  five  dioceses  are 
being  drawn  up,  an  Electoral  Body  is  being 
named.  The  present  time  schedule  calls  for 
the  inauguration  of  the  new  church  on  Advent 
Sunday,  1972. 

However,  the  process  has  not  only  included 
negotiations  and  voting.  In  August  1970,  the 
heads  of  the  negotiating  committees  issued  a 
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strong  call  for  joint  action  for  mission.  In 
January  1972  joint  celebrations  of  Holy 
Communion  in  which  all  the  churches  partici¬ 
pated  were  held  throughout  the  country,  at 
which  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  decisions 
made  and  commitment  to  go  forward  in  full 
unity  were  the  dominant  votes. 

( Vide  Stephen  F.  Bayne,  Jr.,  Ceylon ,  North 
India ,  Pakistan ,  London,  1960  ;  Neill,  pp.  49- 
52 ;  ER  1954,  pp.  300-303  ;  1955,  pp.  77  f. ; 
1957,  p.  287  ;  1960,  p.  236  ;  1962,  pp.  358  f.  ; 
1964,  pp.  416  ff. ;  1966,  p.  355  ;  1968,  pp.  271 
f. ;  1970,  pp.  257  f.) 

INDIA 

North  East  India  Christian  Council 

Over  the  past  ten  years,  three  different  Draft 
Plans  have  been  worked  out.  However,  the 
most  recent  Plan  of  Union,  which  it  had  been 
hoped  would  lead  to  decision  on  union,  was 
not  accepted  by  the  Associations  which  make 
up  the  Council  of  Baptist  Churches  of  North 
East  India.  Since  they,  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  North  East  India,  make  up  86% 
of  the  Christian  population  of  North  East 
India  this  is  a  serious  set-back  to  the  negotia¬ 
tions.  Although  the  Plan  foresaw  both  infant 
and  believer’s  baptism,  baptism  was  the  main 
point  in  this  decision. 

(ER  1966,  pp.  356  f.;  1970,  p.  258). 

The  Church  of  North  India 

The  last  survey  announced  November  29, 
1970  as  the  date  of  inauguration  of  the  new 
Church  of  North  India,  thus  bringing  to 
fruition  many  years  of  prayer  and  work. 
The  Church  of  North  India  was  formally 
inaugurated.  It  is  necessary  to  report  that 
during  1970  the  Methodist  Church  in  Southern 
Asia  (Episcopal)  withdrew  from  the  plan  and 
thus  is  not  part  of  the  Church  of  North 
India.  However,  early  in  1972,  that  church’s 
Juridical  Council  has  affirmed  that  the  1970 
vote  which  reversed  an  earlier  decision  to 
merge  into  the  Church  of  North  India  was 
‘beyond  its  legal  authority’.  This  potentially 
opens  the  way  for  the  Methodists  to  join  at 
a  future  date.  The  Juridical  Council  further 
said  the  ‘owerwhelming  votes  cast  for  union 
in  the  annual  conferences’  kept  the  union 
‘still  very  much  alive’. 

(Neill,  pp.  52-55;  ER  1954,  pp.  304  f. ; 
1957,  pp.  288-290;  1960,  pp.  236-238; 


1962,  pp.  359-361  ;  1964,  pp.  419-421  ;  1966, 
pp.  357-359  ;  1968,  p.  273  ;  1970,  p.  259.) 

The  Church  of  Christ  in  South  India :  The 
Church  of  South  India,  the  Andhra  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church,  the  Arcot  Lutheran  Church, 
the  South  Andhra  Lutheran  Church,  the  Tamil 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  the  India  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church 

The  draft  constitution  for  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  South  India  has  been  before  the 
negotiating  churches  since  January  1970. 
The  CSI  Synod  at  its  meeting  in  January  1972 
has  expressed  its  willingness  to  unite  on  the 
basis  of  the  plan  but  has  indicated  some  mat¬ 
ters  where  revision  would  be  welcome.  The 
Tamil  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  has 
indicated  its  acceptance  of  the  doctrinal 
statement  embodied  in  the  plan  of  union 
and  on  this  basis  has  sanctioned  pulpit  and 
altar  fellowship  with  the  CSI.  The  other 
churches  are  in  process  of  discussing  the 
scheme. 

(Neill,  p.  29;  ER  1960,  pp.  238  ff .  ;  1962, 
p.  232;  1964,  pp.  422  f. ;  1966,  p.  260; 
1968,  p.274;  1970,  pp.  259  f.) 

The  Church  of  South  India,  Mar  Thoma 
Syrian  Church 

Following  upon  actions  of  the  Mar  Thoma 
Church  in  1971  and  the  Synod  of  the  CSI  in 
January  1972  the  churches  are  now  in  full 
communion  with  one  another. 

(ER  1962,  p.  362 ;  1968,  pp.  273  f. ;  1970, 

p.  260) 

IRAN 

Episcopal  Church  of  Iran,  Evangelical  Church 
of  Iran 

With  this  Survey,  a  new  beginning  of  church 
union  negotiations  appears  in  the  record. 
These  two  churches,  which  had  met  and 
worked  together  in  the  Iran  Council  of 
Churches  since  1951,  appointed  in  1971  a 
committee  of  eight  (four  from  each  Church) 
to  explore  the  possibility  of  union  between  the 
two  churches.  The  representatives  have  thus 
far  had  two  day-long  meetings. 

The  members  of  the  committee  have  expressed 
the  sincere  conviction  that  the  union  of  the 
two  churches  is  important  and  necessary  for 
the  life  and  witness  of  the  Iranian  church  and 
that  they  will  make  every  effort  with  the 
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Lord’s  guidance  to  find  the  means  for  bring¬ 
ing  them  together  into  one  organisation.  It 
is  desired  that  the  united  church  maintain 
relations  with  those  churches  to  which  the 
separate  churches  have  had  historic  connec¬ 
tions  ;  however,  it  will  be  an  independent 
church  with  no  organic  relationship  with  any 
other  church. 

The  basis  for  union  has  been  discussed.  In 
particular  four  points  generally  accepted  as 
the  basis  for  the  union  of  churches  from  dif¬ 
ferent  denominational  traditions  were  referred 
to  :  1)  the  Bible  ;  2)  the  Apostles’  and  Nicene 
Creeds  ;  3)  the  Sacraments  of  Baptism  and  the 
Lord’s  Supper ;  and  4)  a  form  of  ministry 
which  maintains  the  unity  and  continuity  of 
the  Church.  The  committee  agreed  completely 
on  the  first  three  points,  but  felt  that  further 
study  and  discussion  of  the  fourth  point  was 
necessary. 

A  study  of  the  ministry  of  the  church  was 
begun  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  committee 
in  January  1972.  The  first  task  was  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  specific  purpose  and  function  of  the 
ordained  ministry  in  relation  to  the  general 
ministry  of  the  church  and  all  its  members. 
Statements  on  the  ministry  from  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Faith  and  Order  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  from  various  plans 
of  union  for  churches  in  South  India,  Ceylon, 
North  India  and  Pakistan,  Ghana,  and  Iran 
(1945)  were  reported  on  and  referred  to  in  the 
discussion.  A  statement  has  not  yet  been 
adopted  by  the  committee,  but  the  following 
were  accepted  as  essential  to  understanding 
the  purpose  and  function  of  the  ordained 
ministry  in  Iran  :  1)  strengthening  the  life 
and  unity  of  the  church  through  the  ministry 
of  the  Word  and  the  Sacraments  ;  2)  leading 
the  church  in  the  work  of  witness  through  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  and  teaching ;  3) 
representing  the  church  in  a  ministry  of 
reconciliation  in  the  world. 

Discussion  was  begun  on  the  second  task  of 
determining  what  forms  of  ordained  ministry 
will  be  needed  in  a  united  church  in  Iran  to 
fulfil  these  purposes  and  functions.  This 
discussion  will  be  continued  at  the  next 
meeting. 

MALAYSIA  AND  SINGAPORE 

Church  union  negotiations  which  two  years 
ago  seemed  to  have  come  to  a  halt  have  now 
taken  on  new  vitality.  On  the  eve  of  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Churches  of 


Malaysia  and  Singapore  (CCMS)  in  January 
1971,  the  out-going  General  Secretary,  at  the 
request  of  the  previous  annual  meeting, 
convened  what^  proved  to  be  an  inaugural 
meeting  of  the  Church  Union  Negotiating 
Committee.  It  was  made  up  of  five  represent¬ 
atives  of  each  of  the  member  churches  of  the 
CCMS.  Bishop  Yap  Kim  Hao  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  was  elected  chairman  and  Arch¬ 
deacon  John  G.  Savarimuthu  of  the  Anglican 
Church,  secretary. 

Bishop  Bertil  Envall  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  Malaysia  and  Singapore 
challenged  the  member  Churches  in  no  uncer¬ 
tain  terms  to  find  out  whether  they  were 
seriously  interested  in  church  union.  He  felt 
that  he  had  sufficient  grounds  to  do  so  as  the 
meetings  of  the  previous  negotiating  com¬ 
mittee  of  which  he  was  the  chairman  were 
very  poorly  attended  and  had  to  be  given  up 
owing  to  lack  of  interest  of  some  of  the 
member  churches .  The  challenge  was  carefully 
considered  and  it  was  evident  that  all  the 
member  churches  of  the  CCMS  were  seriously 
interested  in  church  union.  In  fact,  the 
heads  of  each  member  church  present  at  the 
meeting  affirmed  the  sincere  desire  of  their 
churches  to  take  the  negotiations  quite 
seriously  this  time. 

After  careful  consideration  of  many  schemes 
of  church  union,  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
to  use  the  Scheme  of  Union  of  Pakistan  as  the 
basis  of  study  for  various  reasons,  but  specially 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  Islam  is  the  State 
Religion  of  Malaysia  as  in  Pakistan. 

In  view  of  the  political  and  other  situations  in 
this  region,  the  urgent  need  for  church  union 
at  the  earliest  date  possible  was  stressed.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  negotiations  should  not 
take  very  long,  as  the  spade  work  has  already 
been  done  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  especially 
in  India  and  Pakistan  and  that  the  Union 
should  be  achieved  within  ten  years  from 
now,  if  not  earlier. 

For  various  practical  reasons,  it  was  decided 
that  the  Singapore  representatives  should 
meet  in  Singapore  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Bishop  Yap  Kim  Hao  and  thet  the  Malaysians 
should  meet  in  Kuala  Lumpur  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Bishop  Tan  Sri  Roland  Koh 
of  the  Anglican  Church  in  West  Malaysia. 
Both  the  groups  have  met  several  times 
independently  and  have  studied  the  Scheme 
of  North  India /Pakistan  and  have  arrived  at 
similar  conclusions  to  accept  the  said  scheme 
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almost  verbatim  with  minor  amendments  to 
suit  the  local  situation.  The  Negotiating 
Committee  as  a  whole  body  met  in  February 
1972  to  study  the  Reports  from  the  two 
groups.  It  was  decided  to  print  and  circulate 
the  proposed  Scheme  as  amended  to  the 
member  Churches  for  their  perusal. 

(ER  1968,  pp.  272  f.  ;  1970,  p.  263.) 


AUSTRALASIA 

AUSTRALIA 

The  Uniting  Church  in  Australia :  The  Con¬ 
gregational  Union  of  Australia,  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Australasia,  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Australia 

The  Revised  Basis  of  Union  (1970)  which  was 
summarized  in  the  last  Survey  (July  1970), 
will  be  voted  upon  by  individual  members  of 
the  three  churches  and  by  councils  of  the 
churches  during  1972.  This  process  will 
culminate  in  simultaneous  meetings  of  the 
three  national  assemblies  in  May  1973  at 
which  the  final  decision,  for  or  against,  will 
be  taken. 

The  original  Basis  of  Union  (1963)  was 
substantially  revised  for  the  1970  edition.  It 
was  expected  at  that  time  that  there  would  be 
no  further  changes.  However,  the  Presby¬ 
terian  General  Assembly  in  September  1970, 
while  clearly  reaffirming  its  intention  to 
proceed  towards  union  as  speedily  as  practi¬ 
cable,  asked  for  changes  on  several  points. 
The  Joint  Commission  on  Church  Union 
dealt  with  these  matters  before  the  end  of 
that  year  and  a  revised  document  was  pub¬ 
lished,  known  as  The  Basis  of  Union  (revised 
edition ,  1971).  Most  changes  are  slight. 
One  of  the  more  substantial  changes  was  the 
insertion  of  additional  matter  on  the  ordained 
ministry  which  makes  clearer,  first,  the 
continuity  of  this  ministry,  second,  the  theo¬ 
logy  of  and  procedures  for  ordination,  and 
third,  the  concept  of  freedom  of  opinion 
‘on  matters  which  do  not  enter  into  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  faith’.  This  new  material  in  the 
document  does  not  however  affect  the  position 
adopted  in  the  1970  edition  that  ‘all  ministries 
have  a  part  in  the  ministry  of  Christ’,  whether 
ordained  or  not. 

In  most  of  the  six  Australian  states  there  have 
been  significant  programmes  of  education  on 
church  union  during  1971  and  1972.  This 
issue  had  ‘gone  cold’  for  many  people  in  the 


period  between  1966  and  1970,  but,  as  a 
result  of  this  education  process  there  is  now 
more  awareness  of  the  meaning  and  import¬ 
ance  of  the  proposals. 

The  other  major  activity  in  1972,  apart  from 
education,  and  the  vote  itself,  is  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  Interim  Constitution  for  the  new 
Church.  The  Basis  of  Union  was  prepared  by 
the  Joint  Commission  on  Church  Union, 
but  the  constitutional  drafting  is  in  the  hands 
of  a  second  body  known  as  the  Joint  Constitu¬ 
tion  Commission.  Five  members  of  the 
first  commission  are  members  also  of  the 
second. 

When  the  Interim  Constitution  is  drafted  it 
will  be  examined  by  a  ‘council  of  75’,  consist¬ 
ing  of  twenty-five  from  each  denomination, 
and  then  revised  by  the  Joint  Constitution 
Commission.  At  that  stage  it  will  be  ready  for 
presentation  to  the  first  Assembly  of  the 
Uniting  Church,  which  will  adopt  it,  either 
with  or  without  amendment.  This  Constitu¬ 
tion  is  described  as  ‘interim’  because  it  is 
designed  to  operate  in  the  transitional  phase 
and  will  be  replaced  by  a  more  permanent 
Constitution  after  a  few  years. 

If  the  voting  on  union  is  affirmative,  the 
first  Assembly  will  take  place  probably  in 
1975.  An  official  act  of  inauguration  of  the 
new  Church  will  take  place  about  the  same 
time.  The  time-lag  between  the  voting  of  the 
three  assemblies  in  1973  and  the  inauguration 
is  required  for  the  enactment  of  appropriate 
legislation  in  all  parliaments  of  the  six 
Australian  states. 

The  Basis  of  Union  affirms  an  intention  to 
“seek  union  with  other  Churches”,  so  a  new 
round  of  negotiations  could  well  begin  soon 
after  the  inauguration  of  the  Uniting  Church. 
The  two  denominations  which  have  held 
observer  status  in  the  present  negotiations  are 
the  Church  of  England  in  Australia  and  the 
Churches  of  Christ. 

(ER  1957,  p.  286  ;  1960,  pp.  242  f.  ;  1962, 
pp.  364  f.  ;  1964,  pp.  423  f.  ;  1966,  pp.  362  f.  ; 
1968,  pp.  275  f.  ;  1970,  p.  264  f.) 

NEW  ZEALAND 

The  Associated  Churches  of  Christ  in  New 
Zealand,  the  Church  of  the  Province  of  New 
Zealand  (Anglican),  the  Congregational  Union 
of  New  Zealand,  the  Methodist  Church  of 
New  Zealand,  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
New  Zealand 
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‘The  Joint  Commission  on  Church  Union  in 
New  Zealand’,  appointed  by  these  five 
churches,  submitted  with  its  Seventh  Report 
(September  1971),  ‘The  Plan  For  Union’. 
This  revision  was  made  following  receipt  of 
the  replies  from  the  five  churches  expressing 
the  amendments  they  desired  to  be  made  to 
the  first  edition,  ‘Plan  For  Union’,  submitted 
in  September  1969.  (cf.  ER  1970,  p.  266.) 

‘The  Plan  For  Union’  does  not  depart  radically 
from  the  first  edition.  The  three  parts  have 
been  rearranged  so  that  ‘The  principles’  come 
first,  then  ‘The  Structure’,  and  then  ‘The 
Inauguration’.  In  ‘The  Principles’  there  is  a 
new  section  on  ‘The  Mission  of  the  Church’, 
another  on  ‘The  Multi-Racial  Nature  of  the 
Church’,  and  another  on  ‘The  Proclamation 
of  God’s  Word’.  In  ‘The  Structure’,  there  is 
important  new  material  in  the  section  on 
‘The  Faith  of  the  Church’,  and  a  Form  of 
Assent.  The  Appendix  contains  the  three 
services  of  the  Ordinal  as  well  as  services  for 
the  commissioning  of  elders  and  for  the 
admission  of  members  from  other  churches. 
Because  of  many  changes  in  the  text,  the  Plan 
should  now  be  studied  as  a  whole. 

In  its  report  to  the  churches,  the  Commission 
acknowledged  that  ‘each  Church  would  take 
the  appropriate  subsequent  steps  according  to 
the  pattern  of  its  own  procedure’.  In  each 
church  steps  are  being  taken  ‘to  submit  the 
proposal  to  unite  to  the  membership  of  the 
Church  for  an  expression  of  advice  and 
approval  by  means  of  a  referendum’.  The 
Commission  recommended  that  the  refer¬ 
endum  be  held  at  about  the  same  time  in  all 
churches,  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be 
completed  by  September  13,  1972.  Later, 
each  church  will  make  its  decision  whether 
or  not  to  unite  according  to  its  own  procedure. 
In  the  case  of  four,  the  Associated  Churches 
of  Christ,  the  Congregational  Union,  the 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  it  is  expected  that  the  decision  will 
be  made  at  the  national  Assembly  or  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  church  in  October  or  November 
1972.  The  Anglican  Synod  in  the  spring  of 
1972  approved  the  plan  for  union.  The  pro¬ 
posal  will  now  be  considered  by  diocesan 
synods  in  1972  or  1973  and  the  final  decision 
made  by  the  General  Synod  in  1974. 

To  assist  the  study  of  ‘The  Plan  For  Union’ 
in  preparation  for  the  referendum,  a  series  of 
leaflets  has  been  issued,  one  commending 
union  on  the  basis  of  the  Plan,  one  containing 


‘Three  Studies  for  1972’  and  a  set  of  seven 
‘explanatory  leaflets’  setting  out  the  way  that 
the  Plan  deals  with  questions  that  are  fre¬ 
quently  asked.  These  are  being  widely  used. 
The  Seventh  Report  referred  to  the  increase 
in  the  development  of  ‘Cooperative  Ventures’. 
These  include  (a)  Union  Parishes,  (b)  Joint 
Use  of  Buildings  and  ( c )  Reciprocal  Member¬ 
ship.  These  matters  are  in  the  care  of  a 
Joint  National  Committee  on  Church  Exten¬ 
sion.  The  Joint  Board  of  Theological  Studies 
continues  its  general  oversight  of  theological 
training  for  the  five  churches  and  the  conduct 
of  examinations  for  its  diplomas. 

(ER  1960,  p.  243  ;  1964,  pp.  424  f. ;  1966, 
pp.  363-365  ;  1968,  pp.  276  f. ;  1970,  p.  265  f.) 


EUROPE 


FRANCE 

Evangelical  Church  of  the  Augsburg  Confession 
of  Alsace  and  Lorraine,  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  of  France,  Reformed  Church  of  Alsace 
and  Lorraine,  Reformed  Church  of  France 

Since  the  last  survey  the  Lutheran  and 
Reformed  Churches  in  France  have  moved 
forward  in  their  coming  together.  Building 
on  previous  vork,  the  executiwe  bodies  of  the 
four  churches,  meeting  together  in  September 
1970,  were  able  to  draw  up  a  common  state¬ 
ment  for  study  on  ‘Doctrinal  Unity  and 
Theological  Pluralism’.  This  could,  after 
consideration  by  the  official  bodies  of  the 
churches,  become  the  basis  of  ecclesiological 
agreement. 

Steps  have  also  been  taken  structurally.  A 
proposal  for  a  Permanent  Council  and  a 
Common  Assembly  (Conseil  permanent  et 
Assemblee  commune)  has  been  drawn  up. 
During  1971,  each  of  the  four  churches 
officially  approved  moving  ahead  along  these 
lines  and  authorized  further  elaboration  of 
the  proposals.  In  January  1972,  a  revised 
proposal  was  drawn  up  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  four  churches  will  act  on  it  during  the 
first  half  of  1972. 

The  proposal  calls  for  the  establishment  of  a 
‘Permanent  Council’  which  during  the  first 
three  years  will  be  made  up  of  six  represen- 
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tatives  of  each  Church,  half  of  whom  shall 
be  lay  representatives.  It  shall  be  responsible 
to  the  four  churches  and  not  to  the  Common 
Assembly.  It  shall  be  open  to  other  Pro¬ 
testant  Churches  who  are  members  of  the 
French  Protestant  Federation  and  want  to 
join.  They  pledge  themselves  not  to  do 
separately  those  things  that  they  can  do 
together  in  this  framework.  It  shall  be 
particularly  concerned  with  the  common  task 
of  the  churches  in  their  missionary  involve¬ 
ment,  witness  to  unity,  evangelization  and 
relations  with  churches  not  in  the  French 
Protestant  Federation.  It  foresees  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  one  person  for  relations  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

The  Common  Assembly  is  a  larger  body  of 
72,  meeting  every  three  years.  It  listens  to 
reports,  studies  them  and  comments  on  them 
but  has  no  legislative  powers. 

The  text  of  the  proposal  for  a  ‘Permanent 
Council  and  Common  Assembly’  states 
clearly  that  it  should  not  be  regarded  as  a 
definitive  basis  for  union. 

(ER  1970,  pp.  268  f.) 


GERMANY  (FEDERAL  REPUBLIC) 

Lutheran  Free  Churches  :  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Free  Church,  Independent  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  the 
Lutheran  Confession,  Evangelical  Lutheran 
(Old  Lutheran)  Church 

During  1971  the  synods  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  (Old  Lutheran)  Church,  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  and 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Free  Church  have 
agreed  to  unite  in  an  Independent  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church.  This  new  church  would 
include  most  of  the  hitherto  separate  conser¬ 
vative  Lutheran  churches  in  the  Federal 
Republic.  The  leadership  of  the  churches 
taking  part  have  been  authorized  to  set  a 
date  for  the  coming  into  being  of  the  new 
church.  It  is  expected  that  this  will  take  place 
on  June  25,  1972,  the  anniversary  of  the 
Augsburg  Confession.  Present  leadership  of 
the  uniting  churches  will  carry  on  until  the 
first  Synod  of  the  new  church  in  the  spring 
of  1973  when  new  officers  and  structure  will 
be  put  into  effect. 

(ER  1966,  pp.  365  f. ;  1968,  p.  278  ;  1970, 
p.  270.) 


ENGLAND 

Church  of  England,  Methodist  Church 

On  June  27,  1970,  the  Methodist  Conference 
completed  the  constitutional  procedure  neces¬ 
sary  for  it  to  be  able  to  affirm  without  qualifica¬ 
tion  its  desire  that  Stage  I  of  the  Anglican- 
Methodist  Unity  Scheme  of  1968  should  be 
initiated.  The  voting  in  favour  of  proceeding 
to  Stage  I  was  79.64%. 

In  the  previous  year  the  Convocations  of 
Canterbury  and  York  failed  to  produce  the 
75%  majorities  necessary  for  a  similar  decision 
on  the  part  of  the  Church  of  England.  In  the 
light  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Methodist 
Conference,  the  Standing  Committee  of  the 
General  Synod  appointed  a  working  group 
to  clarify  the  issues  for  consideration  by  the 
Standing  Committee  and  the  Synod.  The 
report  of  that  group  entitled  ‘Anglican- 
Methodist  Unity’  was  published  in  June  1971 . 
In  July,  1971,  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Church  of  England  gave  provisional  approval 
to  the  Anglican-Methodist  Unity  Scheme  by 
a  majority  of  65.3%.  The  Scheme,  together 
with  the  clarifying  document  referred  to 
above,  was  referred  to  the  dioceses  for  their 
further  consideration.  The  reports  from  the 
dioceses  will  be  examined  prior  to  a  final 
Anglican  vote  on  the  scheme  which  the  General 
Synod  will  take  at  a  specially  convened  session 
on  May  3,  1972. 

In  the  meantime,  a  joint  Anglican-Methodist 
Liaison  Commission  has  been  set  up  by  the 
two  Churches  to  enable  them  to  continue 
discussions  at  an  official  level.  This  Commis¬ 
sion  was  created  to  fill  the  gap  caused  by  the 
disbanding  of  the  Joint  Negotiating  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Just  as  this  survey  was  going  to  press  the 
report  of  the  vote  in  the  Anglican  Synod 
came  to  hand.  The  voting  by  Houses  was  : 
Bishops  34  for,  6  against,  majority  85%  ; 
Clergy  152  for,  80  against,  majority  65.2%  ; 
Laity  147  for,  82  against,  majority  62.82%. 
Thus  the  necessary  75%  majority  was  not 
achieved  and  this  particular  scheme  has  failed. 
What  the  next  steps,  if  any,  may  be  is  not 
known. 

(ER  1960,  pp.  248  f.  ;  1962,  pp.  376  f.  ;  1964, 
pp.  428  ff. ;  1966,  pp.  370  f. ;  1968,  pp.  279  f. ; 
1970,  pp.  267  f.) 
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Multi-lateral  Discussion :  Church  of  England, 
Church  of  Scotland,  Episcopal  Church  of 
Scotland,  Presbyterian  Church  of  England 

There  exists  a  Church  of  England /Presbyterian 
Church  of  England  Committee  and  a  Joint 
Liaison  Committee  which  links  these  discus¬ 
sions  with  what  is  being  done  by  Presbyterians 
and  Anglicans  in  Scotland.  For  several 
years,  since  both  Presbyterians  and  Anglicans 
in  England  have  been  involved  in  other 
conversations,  the  Anglican /Presbyterian  dis¬ 
cussions  have  been  marking  time.  Both  the 
Church  of  England/Presbyterian  Committee 
and  the  Joint  Liaison  Committee  have  come 
to  feel  that  the  situation  needs  clarification. 
At  its  meeting  in  October  1971  the  Joint 
Liaison  Committee  resolved  to  ask  the 
churches  taking  part  to  make  a  clear  decision 
as  to  whether  the  conversations  should  take 
place  and  if  so,  in  what  form.  The  Church  of 
England /Presbyterian  Church  of  England 
Committee  has  considered  this  resolution  and 
is  preparing  a  report  to  present  to  the  Church 
of  England  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 

England,  asking  for  clear  directions. 

(ER  1960,  pp.  246  ff. ;  1962,  p.  368  ;  1964, 
pp.  430  f. ;  1966,  pp.  368  ff. ;  1968,  pp.  278  f. ; 
1970,  p.  268.) 


Congregational  Church  in  England  and  Wales, 
Presbyterian  Church  of  England 

These  two  Churches  are  now  moving  through 
the  final  stages  of  forming  the  United  Refor¬ 
med  Church  (Congregational-Presbyterian)  in 
England  and  Wales.  The  generally-used  name 
will  be  the  United  Reformed  Church  (URC). 

After  the  Assemblies  of  the  two  Churches 
had  accepted  the  Scheme  of  Union  in  May 
1970  by  favourable  votes  of  89.01%  (Con¬ 
gregational  Church  in  England  and  Wales 
(CCEW))  and  79.3%  (Presbyterian  Church  of 
England  (PCE)),  the  Scheme  went  to  Pres¬ 
byteries,  County  Unions  and  local  churches 
for  ratification.  All  fourteen  Presbyteries 
(PCE)  and  all  thirty-one  County  Unions 
(CCEW)  voted  in  favour  ;  1 ,668  local  churches 
of  CCEW  resolved  to  join  the  URC,  constitut¬ 
ing  73.7%  of  the  churches  (at  least  66%  was 
needed  under  the  Scheme)  and  representing 
136,856  members,  82.2%  of  the  membership 
of  CCEW  as  recorded  in  the  1971  Year  Book 
(at  least  75%  needed). 


465  CCEW  churches  representing  25,996  mem¬ 
bers  did  not  resolve  to  join  the  URC ;  but  in  143 
of  these  churches  more  than  50%  (though  less 
than  the  required  75%)  of  those  present  and 
voting  at  the  special  church  meeting  were  in 
favour.  It  is  probable  that  many  of  these 
churches  will  take  advantage  of  the  option 
under  the  Scheme  to  apply  to  join  the  URC 
once  it  has  been  constituted.  132  CCEW 
churches,  representing  2.2%  of  membership, 
failed  to  vote  or  sent  invalid  returns  or 
returns  that  require  special  checking ;  this  is 
a  remarkably  small  number  for  a  denomination 
which  has  a  large  number  of  small  and  some¬ 
times  isolated  rural  and  innercity  churches. 
Furthermore,  the  figure  includes  eleven  local 
Union  churches,  which  abstained  pending 
clarification  of  the  effect  of  joining  the  URC 
on  their  continuing  membership  of  the  Baptist 
Union  as  well.  Other  such  Union  churches 
have  voted  to  join  the  URC  at  once. 

On  the  Presbyterian  side,  because  the  PCE 
gives  authority  for  constitutional  change  to 
Assembly  and  Presbyteries,  local  congrega¬ 
tions  were  automatically  committed  to  the 
URC  unless  they  exercised  a  specially-conceded 
right  to  opt  out  of  the  Scheme.  Only  two 
followed  this  course  ;  these  were  in  Guernsey 
and  Jersey,  in  the  special  situation  of  the 
Channel  Islands.  An  unknown  number  of 
Presbyterian  congregations  did  hold  meetings 
to  test  feeling  and  in  some  there  was  a  more 
than  50%  vote  at  such  a  meeting  for  opting 
out ;  the  Scheme,  however,  required  75% 
for  this  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  congrega¬ 
tions  will  now  readily  go  along  with  the  wish 
of  the  whole  church. 

The  United  Reformed  Church  Bill  has  been 
lodged  with  Parliament  to  enable  the  necessary 
changes  in  the  trust  deeds  of  properties  and 
funds  affected  by  the  union. 

The  May  Assemblies  this  year  (1972)  are  now 
free  to  confirm  their  decisions  of  1971  and 
plans  have  been  made  for  a  one-day  United 
Assembly  to  constitute  the  URC  on  October 
5,  1972.  The  Dean  of  Westminster  has 
invited  the  URC  to  hold  its  Service  of  Thanks¬ 
giving  that  day  in  Westminster  Abbey  — 
a  gracious  ecumenical  gesture,  historically 
appropriate  when  one  remembers  that  the 
Westminster  Confession  was  drafted  in  the 
Abbey  precincts.  The  United  Assembly 
business  session  is  to  be  in  the  nearby  West¬ 
minster  Central  Hall  of  the  Methodist 
Church ;  these  locations  may  be  taken  as 
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symbols  for  the  desire  of  the  URC  to  continue 
in  cooperation  with  Anglicans,  Methodists 
and  others,  whatever  the  outcome  of  the 
current  Anglican /Methodist  negotiations. 
Churches  of  Christ  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  whose  observers  have  attended  all 
meetings  of  the  Joint  Committee  since  1967, 
are  exploring  in  their  local  churches  the 
question  of  opening  union  negotiations  with 
the  United  Reformed  Church  as  soon  as  it 
comes  into  being. 

In  October  there  will  come  to  a  climax  a 
process  of  discussion  which  began  in  1933 
and  included  an  earlier  plan  of  union  in 
1947,  which,  though  not  carried  through,  led 
to  an  important  Covenant  for  systematic 
cooperation  in  1951.  The  present  Joint 
Committee  began  its  work  in  1963. 

Membership  and  Ministers 

On  the  date  of  formation  both  of  the  existing 
churches,  with  all  their  constituent  councils, 
courts  and  other  bodies,  except  non-uniting 
local  churches  and  congregations  and  certain 
needed  trust  corporations,  will  be  dissolved 
and  cease  to  exist.  Non-uniting  CCEW 
churches  will  continue  as  autonomous  local 
churches.  Non-uniting  Presbyterian  congre¬ 
gations  will  either  continue  as  independent 
churches  or  join  some  other  church  by  negotia¬ 
tion. 

Each  member  of  a  uniting  local  church  will 
have  at  the  outset  the  same  fellow-members, 
the  same  minister  and  also  the  same  church 
premises  as  before,  but  his  church  will  be 
regionally  and  nationally  part  of  a  body  with 
members  drawn  from  both  former  churches ; 
its  doctrinal  standards  will  be  differently 
stated,  and  it  will  be  in  a  new  constitutional 
framework. 

The  minister  of  each  uniting  church  will 
continue  as  its  minister.  All  ministries  will 
remain  open  to  both  men  and  women.  A 
minister  of  a  non-uniting  church  who  resigns 
and  also  sends  his  name  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
new  General  Assembly  with  a  view  to  eventual 
appointment  to  a  local  church  of  the  URC, 
may  expect  to  receive  reasonable  interim 
financial  support  but  otherwise  a  minister  of 
a  non-uniting  church  will  not  be  assisted  from 
the  funds  of  the  URC. 

The  Structure  of  the  URC 

The  URC  will  be  divided  into  Provinces  and 
Districts.  Oversight  will  be  the  concern  both 


of  the  local  church  and  wider  representative 
Councils.  The  Councils  of  the  URC  will  be  — 

a)  The  Church  Meeting  and  the  Elders’ 
Meeting  of  each  local  church. 

b)  The  Council  of  each  District  to  be  known 
as  a  District  Council. 

c )  The  Synod  of  each  Province  to  be  known 
as  a  Provincial  Synod. 

d )  The  General  Assembly  of  the  United 
Reformed  Church. 

Elders,  elected  by  the  Church  Meeting  will  be 
ordained  to  their  office  and  inducted  to  serve 
for  such  limited  period  as  the  church  which 
elects  them  shall  determine.  The  Church 
Meeting  will  meet  at  least  once  a  quarter. 
The  Elders’  Meeting  will  exercise  oversight  of 
the  spitirual  life  of  the  local  church  and  be 
the  link  between  the  Church  Meeting  and  the 
wider  Councils. 

The  General  Assembly  will  embody  the  unity 
of  the  URC  and  act  as  the  central  organ  of  its 
life  and  the  final  authority,  under  the  Word  of 
God  and  the  promised  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  in  all  matters  of  doctrine  and  order 
and  in  all  other  concerns  of  its  common  life. 


The  Faith  of  the  URC 

The  URC  will  acknowledge  the  Word  of  God 
in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  discerned 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  the 
supreme  authority  for  the  faith  and  conduct 
of  all  God’s  people.  The  URC  will  observe 
the  gospel  sacraments  of  baptism  and  the' 
Lord’s  Supper.  At  the  date  of  formation  a 
short  affirmation  of  faith  will  be  coupled  with 
acknowledgement  of  a  duty  to  be  open  at  all 
times  to  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  a 
consequent  right  in  the  future  to  formulate  new 
declarations  of  faith.  This  will  be  set  in  the 
context  of  thankful  acceptance  of  the  wit¬ 
ness  borne  to  the  Catholic  faith  by  the 
Apostles’  and  Nicene  Creeds  and  recognition 
of  the  confessional  statements  of  the  two 
uniting  Churches  as  the  particular  heritage 
of  the  URC. 

The  two  Churches  believe  that  the  act  of 
union  will  prove  only  the  beginning  of  a 
pilgrimage  together,  a  pilgrimage  in  which 
the  Lord  of  the  Church  will  be  with  them. 
(ER  1964,  p.  431  ;  1966,  pp.  371  f. ;  1968, 
p.  282;  1970,  p.  268.) 
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IRELAND 

Church  of  Ireland,  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Ireland,  Methodist  Church  in  Ireland 

The  Joint  Negotiating  Committee  has  met 
regularly  during  the  period  under  survey. 
A  first  draft  of  a  Plan  for  Unity  has  been 
produced.  Discussions  have  continued  on  the 
ministry  of  the  Church,  the  polity  of  the 
Church  and  the  organization  of  the  Church. 
Much  time  has  been  given  to  the  concept  of 
ordination  and  communion.  It  is  hoped  that 
if  certain  questions  concerning  the  ministry 
can  be  solved,  the  negotiating  Committee  will 
be  able  to  produce  a  scheme  in  1973. 

The  period  has  also  seen  a  widespread  discus¬ 
sion  on  the  ministry  and  government  of  the 
Church.  The  General  Assembly,  the  General 
Synod,  and  the  Annual  Conference  each  gave 
leave  for  the  sending  of  a  study  and  question¬ 
naire  to  their  respective  Diocesan  Synods  and/ 
or  Councils,  Presbyteries,  and  Methodist 
Synods.  The  Joint  Negotiating  Committee 
asked  that  local  study  circles  be  set  up  in 
both  North  and  South  Ireland  to  face  those 
things  that  are  held  in  common  and  the 
issues  that  keep  the  churches  apart. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  tripartite  Ques¬ 
tionnaire  is  that  it  asked  each  church  to  assess 
not  only  the  good  points  and  deficiencies  in 
its  own  form  of  ministry  and  government, 
but  also  the  good  points  and  deficiencies  in 
the  ministry  and  government  of  the  other  two 
churches  in  the  negotiations.  The  Report 
with  replies  to  the  Questinonaire  reveals  how 
little  is  known  about  each  other’s  traditions 
and  the  need  for  continual  study. 

(ER  1962,  p.  369;  1964,  p.  433;  1966, 
p.  372;  1968,  pp.  280  f. ;  1970,  pp.  270  f.) 

SCOTLAND 

Congregational  Union  of  Scotland,  Church  of 
Scotland 

Following  negative  votes  to  the  Plan  of  Union 
by  the  presbyteries  of  the  Church  of  Scotland 
and  the  Congregational  churches,  the  talks 
came  to  a  conclusion  in  1971.  There  are  at 
present  no  plans  to  resume  Union  talks 
although  both  Churches  are  still  involved  in 
a  six-church  multilateral  conversation. 

(ER  1966,  p.  372  ;  1968,  pp.  281,  282  ;  1970, 
p.  271). 


WALES 

Joint  Covenant  Committee 

At  the  beginning  of  1971  the  Committee 
reported  to  its  appointing  bodies  :  The  Church 
in  Wales,  the  Methodist  Church,  the  Union  of 
Welsh  Independents,  the  Congregational 
Church  of  England  and  Wales  —  Wales  and 
Monmouthshire  Province,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Wales,  the  Baptist  Union  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  —  South  Wales  District, 
as  well  as  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Dioceses 
which  had  sent  observers. 

The  full  Report  is  in  two  parts.  The  first 
contains  a  short  formal  introduction  and  the 
Covenant  with  a  commentary  on  it.  The 
Covenant  itself  includes  seven  articles  dealing 
with  Faith,  Mission,  Church,  Membership, 
Ordained  Ministries,  Worship  and  Church 
Governments.  Each  article  expresses  both 
present  agreement  and  future  intention.  The 
commentary  provides  material  that  will  be 
helpful  in  the  discussions  of  the  Covenant. 
Article  3  ‘is  perhaps  the  most  significant  of 
the  articles’.  It  reads  : 

a)  We  recognize  one  another  as  within  the 
one  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  pledged  to 
serve  His  Kingdom,  and  sharing  in  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit. 

b )  We  intend  by  the  help  of  the  same  Spirit 
to  overcome  the  divisions  which  impair 
our  witness,  impede  God’s  mission,  and 
obscure  the  gospel  of  man’s  salvation,  and 
to  manifest  that  unity  which  is  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  Christ’s  will.’ 

The  second  part  of  the  Report  is  composed  of 
papers  which  were  thoroughly  discussed  by 
the  Committee  and  were  issued  to  help  the 
churches  in  this  study  of  the  Covenant.  They 
deal  with :  Unity  in  Wales  Today ;  The 
Implications  of  Covenanting ;  The  Church  : 
Its  Head  and  Members ;  The  Ordained 
Ministry  Today  ;  Priesthood  ;  Ministering  in 
Unity. 

The  Committee  expressed  its  agreement  that 
the  terms  suggested  were  necessary  and 
adequate,  and  with  one  exception  all  the 
members  of  the  Committee  recorded  their 
convictions  that  their  churches  should  enter 
into  a  Covenant  on  these  terms.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  asked  the  appointing  bodies  to  adopt 
the  Programme  which  was  developed  to 
ensure  that  there  would  be  inter-church  study 
at  all  levels  of  church  life  before  the  Covenant 
is  studied  by  the  churches  independently. 
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The  Programme  foresees  the  appointing  bodies 
reaching  their  decision  during  1974. 

All  the  appointing  bodies  received  the  Report 
and  accepted  the  Programme  of  Presentations 
and  Study.  Thus  a  National  School,  attended 
by  over  100  representatives,  was  held  at 
Wrexham  at  the  end  of  December  1971. 
The  readiness  to  organize  Regional  Schools  is 
a  testimony  to  the  value  of  joint  study  and  to 
the  likelihood  that  the  Scheme  of  Presentation 
and  Study  will  be  carried  out. 

The  Joint  Covenant  Committee  is  keeping 
developments  under  review,  and  has  initiated 
consideration  of  legal  questions  and  of  the 
form  of  a  covenant  service. 

The  Four  Denominations’  Committee 

The  denominations  involved  are  the  Pres¬ 
byterians,  the  Methodists,  the  Baptists  and 
the  Independents  and  Congregationalists. 
Panels  have  been  set  up  to  consider  the 
amendments  of  substance  that  have  been 
suggested  in  response  to  the  “Scheme  of 
Union,  the  United  Church  of  Wales”  pre¬ 
viously  prepared .  Since  most  of  the  appointing 
bodies  are  involved  in  the  Covenant  discussion, 
the  committee  has  concentrated  on  trying  to 
further  cooperation  on  the  local  level  between 
their  respective  churches,  until  the  outcome 
of  the  discussions  is  known. 

There  are  only  a  handful  of  churches  in  Wales 
that  are  part  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
England,  but  the  Congregational  Church  has 
a  Province  in  Wales.  The  Scheme  of  Union 
of  these  two  churches  (see  England)  includes 
a  clause  which  would  enable  the  Province  to 
join,  should  it  so  desire,  a  united  Church  in 
Wales. 

Church  of  Wales,  Methodist  Church 

These  negotiations  in  Wales  will  be  influenced 
by  the  outcome  of  the  Anglican-Methodist 
discussion  in  England. 

(ER  1966,  p.  371  ;  1968,  p.  281  ;  1970, 
pp.  271  ff.) 

LATIN  AMERICA 
RIVER  PLATE 
Lutherans 

In  response  to  the  invitation  of  the  United 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  to  other 


Lutheran  Churches  in  the  River  Plate  to  con¬ 
sider  the  formation  of  one  Lutheran  Church 
in  the  area,  representatives  of  the  Danish 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  the  Evangelical 
Church  of  the  River  Plate,  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  Argentina,  the  South- 
Eastern  Protestant  Society  (Scandinavians) 
and  the  United  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
met  on  April  29,  1971.  This  Inter-Lutheran 
Committee  agreed  to  study  the  forming  of  a 
Lutheran  Council  of  the  River  Plate,  which 
could  form  a  committee  to  study  the  future 
possibility  of  establishing  one  church.  It  was 
also  agreed  that  any  proposals  of  the  Inter- 
Lutheran  Committee  are  subject  to  approval 
by  the  respective  assemblies  of  the  groups 
represented. 

The  proposed  objects  of  the  future  Lutheran 
Council  of  the  River  Plate  are  : 

a )  to  discuss  mission  work  in  order  to  avoid 
superimposition  of  efforts 

b )  to  begin  joint  theological  studies 

c )  to  issue  joint  declarations  covering  specific 
problems  and  situations  if  and  when 
agreeable  to  all  parties 

d)  to  prepare  and  produce  literature 

e )  to  work  together  on  charitable  projects 
/)  to  coordinate  Lutheran  participation  in 

conferences,  assemblies  and  studies 
g)  to  plan  joint  activities  and  projects  (i.e., 
youth,  lay,  and  diaconal  concerns) 

(ER  1970,  pp.  274  f.) 


THE  CARIBBEAN 
AND  CENTRAL  AMERICA 

WEST  INDIES 

The  Church  in  the  Province  of  the  West  Indies, 
the  Methodist  Church  in  the  Caribbean  and 
the  Americas 

The  unity  negotiations  which  have  been  going 
on  for  a  number  of  years  have  fallen  into  the 
doldrums.  The  Methodist  Conference  at  its 
meeting  in  Guyana  in  May  1971  did  not 
reappoint  its  Church  Union  Committee, 
saying  ‘as  there  appears  to  be  no  need  at  the 
present.  The  Anglican  Church  in  the  Province 
of  the  West  Indies  and  the  Caribbean  Assembly 
of  Reformed  Churches  will  be  informed  of 
this.  If  there  is  need,  then  steps  will  be  taken 
to  name  members.’ 
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In  the  meantime,  the  Methodist  Church  has 
been  asked  to  send  observers  to  the  negotia¬ 
tions  in  Jamaica  between  the  United  Church 
of  Jamaica  and  Grand  Cayman,  the  Mora¬ 
vians  and  the  Disciples  of  Christ. 

(ER  1964,  p.  436  ;  1966,  p.  375  ;  1968,  pp.  283 
f. ;  1970,  p.  281.) 

CENTRAL  AMERICA 

Methodist  Church  of  the  Caribbean  and  the 
Americas,  United  Methodist  Church  of  Panama, 
Methodist  Church  of  Costa  Rica 

For  some  time,  and  especially  since  1968, 
the  Methodist  Conferences  of  Costa  Rica 
and  Panama,  both  of  which  have  been  related 
to  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  USA, 
have  been  moving  towards  their  autonomy. 
They  have  used  this  process  to  enter  into 
discussions  with  the  Methodist  Church  of  the 
Caribbean  and  the  Americas  (British  origin), 
which  also  works  in  Panama  and  Costa  Rica, 
looking  towards  a  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Costa  Rica  and  Panama.  The  Committee 
has  had  intensive  meetings  to  prepare  ‘Basic 
proposals  for  Union’.  In  1971  and  again  in 
1972  the  Synod  and  the  two  Conferences  are 
having  simultaneous  meetings  in  the  same 
place  with  some  joint  manifestations.  It  is 
hoped  that  there  will  be  a  Constituent 
Assembly  of  a  new  United  Methodist  Church 
some  time  in  1973. 


NORTH  AMERICA 

CANADA 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Canada, 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  —  Canada  Sec¬ 
tion,  Lutheran  Church  —  Canada 

With  the  Synod  of  Evangleical  Lutheran 
Churches  (SELC)  becoming  a  non-geog- 
raphical  district  of  the  Lutheran  Church  — 
Missouri  Synod  in  1970  (see  USA),  the  number 
of  Lutheran  churches  working  toward  union 
in  Canada  was  reduced  to  three. 

Broad  cooperative  work  by  the  three  major 
Lutheran  bodies,  representing  99.7%  of 
Lutherans  in  Canada,  has  continued  under  the 
aegis  of  the  Lutheran  Council  in  Canada. 
Such  joint  work  continues  to  build  relation¬ 
ships  of  trust  and  mutual  support  among 
members  of  the  participating  churches. 


In  addition  to  the  role  which  the  Lutheran 
Council  in  Canada  plays  in  providing  contexts 
for  a  recognition  of  unity  to  develop,  official 
negotiations  have  been  taking  place  in  the 
Joint  Commission  on  Inter-Lutheran  Rela¬ 
tionships.  After  ten  years  of  studying  together 
the  Scriptures,  the  Lutheran  Confessions,  and 
the  doctrinal  articles  in  the  constitutions  of 
their  churches,  the  official  representatives  of 
the  three  Lutheran  bodies  in  Canada  on 
December  10,  1970  adopted  a  statement  in 
which  they  affirmed  that  a  consensus  sufficient 
for  fellowship  exists. 

In  their  statement  they  expressed  the  convic¬ 
tion  that  the  three  churches  should  declare  and 
practice  fellowship,  delaying  no  longer  than 
is  required  in  order  to  follow  orderly  pro¬ 
cedures  in  the  churches.  The  ELCC  is 
presently  in  fellowship  with  both  the  LCA- 
Canada  Section  and  the  LC-C  but  these  two 
are  not  in  fellowship  with  one  another. 
Fellowship  between  the  three  bodies  is 
considered  necessary  before  union  can  take 
place.  In  its  recommendations  the  Joint 
Commission  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
fellowship  triangle  could  be  completed  by 
1973. 

The  “Affirmation  and  Appeal”  of  the  Joint 
Commission,  together  with  a  history  of  the 
progress  of  discussions,  was  sent  to  all  pastors 
of  the  churches.  It  was  studied  in  areas 
across  Canada  and  received  general  assent. 
Lack  of  concurrence  with  the  Joint  Commis¬ 
sion’s  conclusions  were  voiced,  however,  in 
several  areas.  Concern  that  adequate  time  be 
given  to  attempt  to  solve  the  problems  being 
experienced  in  inter-Lutheran  relationships 
in  some  areas  prompted  the  Commission  to 
revise  its  timetable  as  it  met  in  November 
1971.  Arrangements  were  made  to  purchase 
staff  services  from  the  Lutheran  Council’s 
Division  of  Theological  Studies  to  enable 
individual  attention  to  be  given  in  problem 
areas. 

(ER  1962,  p.  373  ;  1964,  p.  436  f. ;  1966, 
p.  376 ;  1968,  p.  284 ;  1970,  p.  275  f.) 

The  Anglican  Church  of  Canada,  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  the  United 
Church  of  Canada 

This  period  has  been  characterized  by  a 
widespread  study  process  involving  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  three  churches  concerned.  In 
January  1971  the  General  Commission  on 
Church  Union  authorized  the  publication  of 
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The  Plan  of  Union  —  First  Draft  —  a  Study 
Document ,  and  recommended  its  study  by  the 
three  churches.  Each  of  the  negotiating 
churches  referred  it  to  its  membership  for 
both  study  and  comment  until  April  30, 
1972. 

The  Plan  of  Union  —  First  Draft  was  originally 
published  in  the  national  papers  of  the  three 
negotiating  churches  which  have  a  total 
subscription  of  approximately  600,000.  In 
addition,  21,500  copies  have  been  printed  and 
mailed  from  the  General  Commission  Office 
for  use  by  individuals  and  study  groups.  A 
brief  Study  Guide  and  Diagram  of  the  consti¬ 
tutional  structure  of  the  proposed  church 
were  also  published. 

Following  the  study  period,  which  ends  on 
April  30,  1972,  a  Revision  Committee  will 
revise  The  Plan  of  Union  —  First  Draft  in 
the  light  of :  1)  the  comments  received  from 
the  study  process ;  and  2)  the  continuing 
work  of  the  General  and  Special  Commissions, 
and  plans  to  present  the  revised  Plan  may  be 
printed  and  presented  to  the  churches  some 
time  in  the  spring  of  1973. 

In  addition  to  work  on  The  Plan  of  Union  — 
First  Draft ,  the  General  Commission  was 
requested  by  the  National  Executive  Council 
of  the  Anglican  Church  to  seek  processes 
which  would  enable  the  three  churches  to  grow 
together  through  cooperation,  possible  sacra¬ 
mental  communion  on  the  basis  of  a  common 
statement  of  faith,  and  agreement  on  the 
question  of  the  ministry  of  the  eucharist.  In 
answer  to  this  request,  the  general  Commission 
at  its  ninth  Meeting  issued  a  statement  to  the 
churches  calling  upon  them  to  recognize  each 
other  and  each  other’s  ministries  on  the  basis 
of  The  Principles  of  Union  published  in  1965. 
It  also  plans,  at  its  tenth  Meeting  early  in 
1972,  to  bring  the  three  churches  into  consul¬ 
tation  on  the  subject  “Mission  in  the  Mid- 
Seventies”. 

The  name  now  proposed  for  the  new  church  is 
“Church  of  Canada”. 

(ER  1955,  pp.  76  f.  ;  1957,  p.  287  ;  1960, 
pp.  252  f. ;  1962,  pp.  371  f. ;  1964,  p.  436 ; 
1966,  pp.  376  ff. ;  1968,  pp.  284  ff. ;  1970, 
pp.  276  ff.) 

THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
The  Moravian  Church  in  America 

A  constitution  which  sought  to  bring  together 
in  organic  union  the  Northern  and  Southern 


Provinces  of  the  Moravian  Church  (they 
already  cooperate  in  many  things)  was 
submitted  to  the  two  Provinces.  The  Northern 
Province  approved  the  new  constitution 
unanimously.  However,  the  Southern  Prov¬ 
ince  failed  to  obtain  the  necessary  three- 
fourths  majority  and  thus  turned  it  down. 
Many  of  the  younger  members  of  the  Prov¬ 
ince,  both  clergy  and  laity  are  determined 
to  raise  the  issue  again  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Synod  in  the  spring  of  1974.  The 
opposition  is  not  theological  but  more  in 
sociological  factors  including  that  of  central¬ 
ized  administration  with  additional  offices  at 
the  top. 

(ER  1966,  p.  381  ;  1968,  p.  291  ;  1970,  p.  280.) 


Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod,  Synod  of 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches 

The  merger  of  the  Synod  of  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Churches  (SELC)  with  the  Lutheran 
Church  —  Missouri  Synod  (LCMS)  was  offi¬ 
cially  consummated  on  January  1,  1971. 
The  SELC  grouped  Lutheran  churches  of 
Slovak  origin  scattered  throughout  the 
country.  This  was  greatly  facilitated  because 
for  many  years  the  two  churches  had  worked 
closely  together  in  vital  areas  of  their  life 
and  work,  including  the  training  of  pastors 
and  teachers. 

In  1965  the  LCMS  invited  the  SELC'  to 
consider  a  merger .  The  invitation  was  accepted 
and  a  joint  committee  appointed.  ‘An  Agree¬ 
ment’  was  reached  and  approved  by  the 
LCMS  in  1969  and  the  SELC  in  1970.  By  the 
‘Agreement’  the  SELC  as  a  corporate  body 
became  a  non-geographical  District  of  the 
LCMS,  while  its  congregations,  pastors  and 
teachers  are  assigned  to  the  goegraphical 
districts  of  the  LCMS.  Two  addenda  to  the 
‘Agreement’  deal  with  specific  questions  of 
the  Church  Extension  Fund  and  with  pensions 
and  annuities. 


Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  Evangelical 
Synod,  Orthodox  Presbyterian  Church 

These  negotiations  seem  to  have  come,  for 
the  time  being,  to  a  standstill,  although 
contacts  are  being  maintained. 

(ER  1966,  p.  382  ;  1968,  p.  291) 
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Consultation  on  Church  Union :  African 
Methodist  Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Zion,  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal, 
Christian  Churches  (Disciples  of  Christ), 
United  Methodist,  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
US,  United  Presbyterian  Church,  Episcopal, 
United  Church  of  Christ 

During  the  past  two  years  the  Plan  of  Union 
(as  approved  by  the  1970  plenary  of  the 
Consultation  (COCU))  has  been  under  study 
in  the  nine  churches  participating.  The  Plan 
will  now  be  revised  in  the  light  of  comments 
received. 

Already  at  its  last  meeting  in  Denver,  Novem¬ 
ber  1971,  the  COCU  plenary  discussed  first 
reactions  to  the  Plan.  Since  then,  other  re¬ 
sponses  and  comments  to  the  Plan  have  been 
received.  The  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  recently  submitted  suggestions  for 
improving  the  Plan,  expressing  its  satisfaction 
with  many  parts  of  the  text.  The  United 
Church  of  Christ  had  earlier  raised  some 
“serious  questions”  about  the  Plan.  The 
criticisms  which  came  from  voices  in  the 
Episcopal  Church  concentrate  on  the  struc¬ 
tural  expression  of  unity,  whereas  the  state¬ 
ments  on  the  faith,  worship  and  sacraments, 
as  well  as  ministry  have  been  welcomed 
widely. 

The  Consultation  was  put  into  a  difficult 
position  when  on  May  19,  1972,  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  USA  voted  quite  unexpectedly  to  with¬ 
draw  from  further  participation  in  the  Con¬ 
sultation.  On  the  other  hand,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Christian  Church  have 
explicitly  renewed  their  commitment  to  the 
Consultation  and  its  goal.  In  a  statement 
reacting  to  the  decision  by  the  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  the  Executive  Committee  of 
COCU  declared  : 

“The  Consultation  was  formed  at  United 
Presbyterian  initiative  and  received  the  nur¬ 


ture  and  commitment  of  that  body  for  twelve 
years.  We  thank  God  for  the  leadership  and 
participation  of  United  Presbyterians.  We 
shall  use  the  response  of  their  congregations 
and  members  to  the  proposed  plan  of  union. 
Their  withdrawal  is  a  loss  to  this  process 
toward  church  union  and  renewal  and,  we 
fear,  to  the  whole  ecumenical  enterprise.  We 
trust  that  the  Consultation’s  common  life 
and  continuing  progress  in  planning  will  so 
commend  it  that  they  will  take  their  place 
again  beside  us  as  official  participants... 

As  the  churches  participating  in  the  Consul¬ 
tation  move  forward  we  will  evaluate  responses 
to  A  Plan  of  Union  and  the  suggestions  received 
from  thousands  of  local  churches,  continue 
the  search  for  new  structures  of  mission,  seek 
new  experiments  in  local  parish  forms,  search 
for  inclusiveness  in  our  existing  communities 
out  of  concern  for  the  Gospel  and  justice, 
engage  in  interim  eucharistic  fellowship,  and 
work  on  a  common  liturgy  for  baptism  and 
marriage.  All  of  our  experience  and  our 
openess  to  new  directions  will  be  utilized  as 
we  engage  in  redrafting  a  plan  for  union. 

We  issue  again  the  invitation  to  other  com¬ 
munions  who  share  our  purpose  to  become 
full  participants  with  us.” 

In  view  of  the  action  of  the  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  (USA)  mentioned  above,  the 
decision  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
US  (Southern)  in  mid- June  of  1972  to  remain 
in  the  Consultation  took  on  special  signifi¬ 
cance. 

The  revised  Plan  will  measure  the  ability  of 
these  American  churches  to  adjust  their  struc¬ 
tural  differences.  Theological  agreement 
reached  earlier  has  been  largely  accepted.  If 
the  structural  concerns  being  exhibited  in 
many  of  the  churches  can  be  seen  by  them  as 
need  for  ecumenical  structures,  then  COCU’s 
vision  for  a  united  church  could  well  serve  as 
a  model  for  others. 
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